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1. INTRODUCTION

2. OBJECTIVES

In this unit, we will address the concepts of stereotype and prejudice, how
Roma women have been perceived
throughout history and how this
perception leads to discrimination,
racism and antigypsyism.

y To analyze the perception of Roma
women in the collective imagination

We will also learn about Roma women
and our history, which differs from
the representations in the media or
the dominant existing models in the
collective imagination. The histories
that feminist Roma women are trying
to rescue in order to reconstruct their
own history. The ethnic, social and
cultural diversity of the Roma people
serves to understand the position of
women in the Roma world.
In short, in this first topic, we will
address how Roma women are perceived and represented in the collective
imaginary, at the same time we will
demonstrate and analyze how these
stereotypes can be broken through the
construction of our own history, both
as People and our life stories.
Roma women may find it interesting
to know and recognize themselves as
a group in order to combat antigypsyism, and at the same time understand the construction of stereotypes
and prejudice.

y To learn how stereotyping, prejudice
and discrimination are constructed
y Encourage critical thinking
y Knowing
antigypsyism

and

detecting

y To learn new stories of Roma women
y Discovering another reality about
Roma women
y Reflecting on how rescuing other
models of Roma women can help to
break stereotypes
y Elaborate own models of Roma
women’s life stories

3. COMPETENCES
En esta Unidad se trabajarán las Competencias interpersonales, interculturales y sociales y la competencia cívica.
La competencia social y cívica remite
a las competencias personales, interpersonales e interculturales, así
como a todas las formas de comportamiento para participar de manera
eficaz y constructiva en la vida social
y profesional. Esta competencia se
corresponde con el bienestar personal
y colectivo. La comprensión de los códigos de conducta y de las costumbres
de los distintos entornos en los que el
individuo se desarrolla es fundamental. Un individuo puede asegurarse
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una participación cívica, activa y democrática gracias a estas competencias cívicas, especialmente a través
del conocimiento de las nociones y las
estructuras sociales y políticas (democracia, justicia, igualdad, ciudadanía y
derechos civiles).
Puesto que el alumnado al que nos dirigimos son mujeres gitanas adultas,
es necesario dedicar atención especial
al antigitanismo, antigitanismo de
género y la prevención y lucha como
prioridad transversal en todos los ámbitos posibles, al igual que la discriminación.

4. CONTENIDOS
4.1 Stereotyping and
Prejudice
In order to understand how the collective and individual imaginary creates
an image of the Roma community and
Roma women, it is necessary to know

how stereotypes and prejudices are
constructed and how they transform
into discrimination.
Stereotypes are cognitive constructs
that refer to the personal attributes of
a social group; they are usually shared
beliefs about a group or collective and
are intended to explain the social reality of the group.
Prejudice is the effect or the evaluation
of the group. It has an emotional component: how I feel towards this group.
A feeling that derives from previous
notions about what that group is like
(stereotype). Ignorance and ignorance
about the Roma community foster
stereotyping and systematic discrimination.
Discrimination is the negative conduct, unfair treatment towards that
group or collective. It may constitute
a crime.
Stereotypes arise from the social environment, they are a reflection of the
history and culture of a community

Stereotype: How do they Prejudice: How do they Discrimination: How do
imagine us? How do they see feel when they meet or inte- they behave?
us?
ract with a Roma person?
Example: Roma are thieves.

I think I'm going to be I move apart/ I don't rent her
robbed
the apartment/ I don't hire
her for a job, etc.

Example: Roma women are They feel intellectually and
not educated, culturally culturally superior.
backward, not feminist
enough because of their
culture.
8

Assistentialism, charity, helping position, representation on our behalf, absence
and exclusion of Roma women in positions of power.
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or society. After learning the history
of the Roma people and the laws to
which they have been subjected for
almost half a century, we can observe
how neither the perception nor the relationship with the Roma community
has changed.
Society perceives the Roma community as marginal and rooted in traditional and patriarchal values: lives
in exclusion, lacks education, sells
drugs or lives on subsidies, lives in
shantytowns, lacks hygiene and at the
same time is perceived or imagined as
a society with deep-rooted and traditional values, such as the extended
family, devotion and belief in religion.
The Roma population is also seen as
patriarchal, with women submissive
and proud of their traditional roles.
Eversince the construction of the nation-states in Europe, an idea of what
Roma and the Roma identity is, as
opposed to national identities, is constructed. An imaginary of what it is to
be a Roma or the history of the “other”
is constructed in order to construct
one’s own national identities in a positive way.
Perhaps more than any other culture
in the world, Roma culture is perceived almost exclusively through the
stereotypes of non-Roma people instead of through the thinking, feeling
and practice of Roma people.
And given this situation, which explains so well what happens in the

collective imagination and the consequences it has, what happens to
Roma women, how do they imagine
themselves, how do they feel and how
do they behave?
As Delia Grigore, Roma anthropologist and professor at the University of
Bucharest, writes, when it comes to
Roma identity, it is infinitely more important what others think about Roma
than what they really are: it is a culture
of shame and the construction of images around the social representation
of others based on their own culture.
On multiple occasions a stigmatized
culture focuses on demonstrating to
the outside more than doing it for its
own sake. This suffocates the authentic ways of Roma by the fiction of the
imaginary and the social construction
of what it is to be a Roma, constructed
exclusively to satisfy the expectations
of others, and betraying everything
that is in harmony with the real ways
and beings of Roma.
In a historical and actualized context
in which to be Roma is to be guilty
or responsible for belonging to an
excluded group, unsuccessful, racially
discriminated, lacking access to development resources, mainly marked by
negative stereotypes, the only chance
one has is to reject the group of origin,
to escape from it, to despise and hate
what they are and to do everything
humanly possible to become something else, to become another ethnic identity, more successful, more
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welcome in society, more adapted to
everything around them, to be always
ready to change like a chameleon so as
to be tolerated or, hopefully, accepted.
Surviving and not living, seems to be
the slogan of a culture like the Romani.
To survive means to forget the tragic
history, to fulfill expectations, to build
itself following the imposed stereotypes, both negative and positive.
What you see when you look at the
Roma culture is mainly the stereotype,
we have the opportunity to discover
the true Romani identity, which is
deeply hidden by the expectations we
have of it. So, we have to do an exercise
of liberation, free ourselves form any
previous notions we think we know,
even everything the Roma themselves
say they are, we invite you to empathize with Roma people, live with them
and within their community, convert
to their culture, enter their homes
with respect and humility, open and
ready to learn.
«When someone is invisible, for being
Black, Indian, woman, mestizo or poor,
when someone is systematically ignored
because of their race, gender or other condition, the first thing they do is try to exist,
raise their hand, stand up and say “Here I
am! I exist.” That is the logic of identity. In
the logic of the dominated, the first thing
is to make oneself visible, to name oneself,
to recognize oneself. It is an unavoidable
step in the process of becoming subjects»
(Zibechi, 2015). This is how collective
10

memory is built, becoming a subject
and not ab object and self-identity.

4.2 Where Does the
Negative Image of Roma
Women Come From?
The media play a key and fundamental role in disseminating ideas about
racialized groups in the collective
imaginary, as is the case with Romani
women. The news, be it press, radio
or television, constantly refer to the
ethnicity of women in the news, thus
associating Roma culture or ethnicity
with crimes, fights, confrontations,
drugs... and in turn promoting hate
speech against the Roma population.
The media, the news, the written
press, television, TV programs where
Roma reality is distorted, the grotesque reality shows of Roma women
and adolescents, series and movies
where the role of Roma women is that
of delinquents, traffickers, thieves,
dedicated to the picaresque, folkloric... legends and stories about Roma
women. There are a series of legends
in which Roma women are associated
with negative aspects (sinister, evil
eye, scammers, tricksters...) Even the
dictionary of the Royal Spanish Academy itself, which in its latest edition
continues to include the word “trapacero/a” (scammer) in its definition
of Roma. The Portuguese language
dictionary also calls the Roma population “trapacera”, as well as in English
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dictionaries.
Until 2009 in the Romanian Language
dictionary, the definition of Roma was
“dark-skinned person who steals”.
The association Gitanas Feministas por
la Diversidad (Roma Feminists for Diversity) protested in front of the RAE
headquarters in protest against this
definition:
http://www.20minutos.es/noticia/2289538/0/rae-no-suprimira/diccionario-acepcion-gitano/polemica/
Stereotypes are resistant to change
because the images in our minds are
simpler and more fixed than the course of events. Even when prejudices are
contradicted with facts, we resort to
censoring or distorting them in order
to justify the prejudice and the stereotype.

4.3 Images of Roma Women
4.3.1 How is the Image of Roma
Women Constructed?
Ethnographic studies by “Romanologists” about Roma people have
gone through different phases. In the
beginning, when their arrival to the
European continent was detected,
they awakened a fascination due to
the attraction for the Orient. During
Romanticism, studies present “the

Roma” from the bohemian point of
view and link it to the naturalistic
ideal. During the construction of nation-states in Europe, studies on Roma
people begin to construct a negative
stereotype, depicting them as antisocial, without any interest in assimilating themselves to the emergence of
national identities or to the societies
in which they live, self-marginalized,
thus legitimizing and “naturalizing”
social inequalities. Women have also
been “represented” (underrepresented, distorted...) in these studies.
The representations of the Roma
population and of Roma women
have varied over time, responding
to ideological and political interests.
From then until today, stereotypes
and prejudices in studies about the
Roma population are constructed negatively. Possibly because those who
carry out and propose these studies
are white people who see Roma women and their people as the object of
study. From the romantic view to the
negative interpretation, the Roma
woman has been represented as a
mother, sorceress, witch, magician,
artist, fortune teller, healer, the incarnation of sexuality and sensuality,
pure and chaste, passionate and fiery,
vagabond, ragged, out of society, free,
submissive... till the current representation and stereotype of the thieve and
immigrant woman.
A Roma feminist perspective is necessary in order to begin to approach the
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reality that we live, describe it, create
it, fight it and change it.
Colonial discourse and hegemonic feminism portray Roma women as victims of their oppressive culture, which
serves as a pretext to “colonize” their
discourse, to speak for them, to free
them from their chains of patriarchal
oppression as if these non-Roma women and men were alien to patriarchy.
Roma women have their own history

12

of struggle, conquests, emancipation
and their own formulas to combat
patriarchy.
Roma women are not a homogeneous
group, belonging to the same culture
or ethnicity, they are heterogeneous.
The image that the media disseminate
about Roma women, as mentioned
above, dehumanizes and undervalues
them.
We can find similar examples in
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television programs, advertisements,
literature, etc., in all the countries
that participate in this project. The
same pattern of discrimination and
presentation and representation of
Roma women and the Roma people
throughout the continent is repeated
in the same way.
4.3.1.1 Spain

In Spain, we find programs such as
“Palabra de Gitano”, where the interest
towards Roma culture was focused
on the “handkerchief test”, which they
present as if it was something widespread, generalized and practised by all
women

El programa “Gipsy King” cumple la
misma función de presentar como
esperpento a la comunidad gitana, a
las mujeres de la comunidad gitana,
distorsionando y haciendo mofa de
las realidades de las mujeres gitanas.
En este tipo de programas se trata a la
población gitana como meros objetos
de diversión y entretenimiento.

In the USA and in the United Kingdom,
similar programs appear “My big fat
Gypsy wedding” where again they
ridicule rites, traditions and customs
and represent them as grotesque, ordinary, ridiculous, conflicting, tacky...
with many fights and aggressions as if
it was part of Roma life. And of course:
Roma women being the centre of all
the arguments.
4.3.1.2 Romania

EIn Romania there are several soap
operas by Roma and about Roma.
“Inimă de țigan”, is presented as a story
of love and passion, dreams and prohibitions, ambition... of characters who
must obey tradition and at the same
time struggle to achieve their dreams.
It perpetuates and stereotypes the
image of the Roma community. Like
other series such as “Regina” where
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the collective imaginary about Roma
people Roma women is reinforced
with negative stereotypes and clichés.

4.3.1.3 Portugal

In Portugal, the novel “A Herdeira” tells
the story of a Roma girl who is the heiress of a great fortune. Fugitives, shootings, kidnappings, couples who are
engaged since they were children by
their families, etc. A story of love and a
lot of drama as they define it, a story of
prejudice and stereotype as we analyze
it, which encourages separation and
the construction of the “other” based
on fiction, nothing to do with reality.

14

4.3.1.4 France

In France, documentaries such as
“Gens du voyage contre riverains: la
tension monte” represent a conflictive
Roma community, which constantly
needs police intervention due to the
problems it causes in the places where
they live. On the TV channel France
5 they broadcast the program C dans
l’air: “La délinquance: La Route des
Roms”, where they accuse the Roma
population of delinquency, with statements such as prostitution of minors,
crime, old and prevailing mafias, clans
engaged in organized crime... with
expert criminologists in the program.
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4.4 What are the
Consequences?

Roma women that serve as a reference
model.

These programs have a double effect:
not only do they generate prejudices
and stereotypes, promoting hate
speech and not representing the heterogeneity of the Roma community,
but they also produce a Pygmalion
effect in part of the Roma population.
The fact that the media represent
women in this way makes many Roma
women believe that they are or must
be like this in order to be Roma. It influences self-esteem, self-perception,
awareness conscience and culture.
Reproducing discourses imposed by
the dominant society.

If the images projected of Roma
women were positive and free of
stereotypes and antigypsyism, Roma
girls would be offered the possibility of being activists and militants,
but they are unknown and invisible.
They would have the option of being
plastic artists -not exclusively folkloric- poets, researchers, politicians... or
whatever they decide to be, but they
are faced with cultural models imposed by the dominant society that limit
their vital options. These same limitations of vital options are interpreted
by the dominant society as limiting
options internal to Roma culture itself. However, sociological, historical
or anthropological analyses haven’t
even considered the question that the
origin of these limitation of options is
external to the group.

Other stories of Roma women are not
disseminated, and for Roma feminists
it is a priority to make visible those
Roma women who are relevant to the
community and those who have made
history in order to dignify their image,
to have references and to raise awareness in the dominant society.
In the media, ethnicity is always mentioned in stories or news that damage
the image of Roma women.
The image of Roma women in the collective imagination (as well as in the
studies of academia and institutions)
is always an object and never a subject.
The absence of research and gender
studies on Roma women (carried out
by Roma women) makes it difficult to
reconstruct and rescue the stories of

4.5 Antigypsyism
Widespread hostility and negative
prejudices towards the Roma population represent potential conflicts that
can translate into crime, discrimination and antigypsyism.
Antigypsyism is the specific form of
racism against the Roma population, gender antigypsyism, scarcely
analyzed in academia, invisible in
reports on racism, but denounced by
Roma women, is the specific racist
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violence exercised against Roma women. According to the definition of the
European Roma Information Office
of 2005, antigypsyism is as a specific
type of racist ideology, different and
at the same time interconnected with
other types of racism.
Antigypsyism shows itself through
violent forms, hate speech, exploitation and discrimination. Discourses
and representations in academia,
politics and society, segregation, stigmatization, exclusion are other forms
of antigypsyism.
The term antigypsyism first appeared
around 1920 and its current use is
based on the academic debates of the
1970s and 1980s. It was not until the
year 2000 that it began to be used in
European institutions, thus recognizing that the Roma community are
victims of a specific type of racism.
The current situation of the Roma
People throughout Europe is marked
by antigypsyism. The common experience of all Roma women is to have
suffered antigypsyism and discrimination at some point in their lives or
in the life of a family member or close
acquaintance.
Antigypsyism is the specific form of
racism suffered by the Roma population. It is an ideology based on racial
superiority. It is a form of institutional
racism fed by historical discrimination. It is particularly persistent, violent, recurrent and trivialized. It is the
16

main cause of the inequalities suffered
by the Roma population.
Antigypsyism is an old ideology shared by broad layers of the European
majority society that leads to a specific
and particular form of racism and
discrimination directed towards populations defined as Roma and that
stigmatizes our identity and affects all
the people who make up the European
Roma community regardless of social
or cultural class and gender.
The ideology behind antigypsyism is
the vile belief in the inferiority of Roma
people that is reinforced in the history
of persecution and in stereotypes and
prejudices.
Extreme poverty and social exclusion
reinforce the disadvantages faced by
Roma women across Europe
According to the Spanish Centre of
Sociological Research’s surveys, 40%
of the Spanish population would be
very or quite annoyed to have Roma
neighbors; and 59% claim to have little or no sympathy towards the Roma
population. These surveys reveal a
prejudiced perception of the Roma
population. We can say that we face
a very worrying situation: the Roma
community is the most rejected social
group in Spain, and the social image
of the Roma community produces serious discriminatory effects. One out
of every four people surveyed would
not like their children to share a classroom or school with Roma students.

CULTURE AND INCLUSION: IDENTITY, STEREOTYPING, PREJUDICE AND ANTIGYPSYISM.

A high percentage of the population
states that they do not want to have
Roma neighbors. They claim that they
how they are like: noisy, very large
families, they do not respect order,
they bring problems and drugs to the
neighborhood, bad people, in short.
These are the perceptions revealed
by the Spanish Centre of Sociological
Research’s surveys.
Even when there is no social contact
or conflict with the Roma population,
the majority society rejects them.
These perceptions and ideas make life
difficult for the Roma and even more

This occurred on March 17, 2016 in
Madrid’s Plaza Mayor. The Public Prosecutor’s Office sentence demanded
that the defendants pay compensation

so for Roma women, who, as we have
seen above, tend to play a role as the
group’s link to the majority society,
which exposes them to racist looks
and acts.
In these photos we can see how antigypsyism, gender antigypsyism and
the dehumanization of Roma women
are manifested. These aggressions
have gone unnoticed, have not received the attention they deserved nor
the condemnation by institutions,
political groups or civil society... and
they are not being prosecuted either.

of 600 euros to each of the four victims
and that, alternatively, they be sentenced to ten months’ imprisonment for a
crime against moral integrity.
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March 18, 2016 in Prague. A group of
men urinate on Roma women.

damage to the victim is not repaired
either partially or fully.

These cases happen once and again,
however, law enforcement does not
foresee it and does not prevent it from
happening again.

Racist structures operate on different
levels, physical, economic, class violence... and in a specific way when it
intersects with gender. The violence
exercised by other women towards
racialized women is not horizontal
violence, it is violence marked by racist structures, it is structural violence.

Roma feminists wonder where the
feminist movement is in the face of
aggression against these women. This
is yet another criticism of hegemonic,
white, Western feminism. The oblivion or omission of the oppressions of
poor, migrant and Roma women.
In many cases antigypsyism, discrimination or hate speech is perceived
by Roma as something that cannot be
changed. Victims of ethnic or racial
discrimination do not usually report
these crimes because they are have
gotten used to the fact that in most
cases nothing ever happens or the
18

Shehrije Balaj, the first woman to testify in Belgrade against the Serb fighters who raped her during the Kosovo
war, was effectively abandoned by the
Kosovo and Serbian authorities. She
was never added to the lists of any of
the Kosovo NGOs assisting wartime
rape victims. She also failed to obtain sexual violence victim status, a
Kosovo government plan that allows
survivors to claim a monthly pension.
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It is an example of institutional antigypsyism. As is the Swedish government’s 100 years of continuous and

systematic sterilization of the Roma
population, which has only recently
been recognized.
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Another clear example of institutional
antigypsyism is that which segregates Roma students from non-Roma
students in schools. This segregation
continues to exist in one form or another, openly or in a veiled way in the
schools of all the countries that make
up this project, as well as in the rest of
Europe.

In every European city we can identify
excluded, segregated neighborhoods,
with the highest rates of illiteracy,
unemployment, lack of communication, lack of basic supplies, where
most of the Roma population of
European cities is overcrowded and
concentrated. These are images that
are repeated throughout the European
map.

Koscie, Eslovaquia

Some European politicians do not hide,
nor do they hesitate to spread their
messages of hatred towards the Roma
population and the measures to be
taken against them.
20

The Strasbourg court condemns France
9 years later for the dismantling of a
camp, since they did not receive a relocation proposal from the government
and authorities.
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4.5.1 Gender Antigypsyism
As we have just seen above, also means
that Roma women have less access to
the labour market, less access to housing, are persecuted in supermarkets
and stores under suspicion of theft,
serve longer sentences for crimes similar to those of other non-Roma women, are over-represented in prisons,
it means that the research, conferences and speeches about Roma women
are made by non-Roma, that there is
no representation of Roma women in
positions of power, that Roma marriage does not give them the same rights,
that the police persecutes and considers them suspicious, that for decades
Roma women have been forcibly sterilized in Europe, that this has not been
recognized in some countries and that
the victims have not been asked for
forgiveness or compensation. That
every time we go out on the streets, we
are considered victims of our culture.
Gender antigypsyism is a term used
to describe the specific forms taken
by anti-Gypsy stereotypes and discrimination faced historically and on a
daily basis by Roma women. The lack

of rigorous studies results in a lack of
knowledge, however, we assume that
the extent of hate crimes committed
against Roma women is greater and
that they may be the main target of
antigypsyism, due to the patriarchal
system and to the role that Roma women play in their communities and
as intermediaries with the majority
society.
Gender antigypsyism can be defined
as racism towards Roma women,
based on racial and sexual or gender
overlap, where Roma women are
dehumanized. It is a consequence
of the historical discrimination and
the centuries of oppression, slavery,
genocide to which the Roma People
has been subjected, with special discrimination against women. We have
seen throughout this unit how Roma
women have suffered specifically this
oppression and slavery just because
they are women and Roma.
Gender antigypsyism is society’s indicator to measure cultural diversity
and gender as categories that participate equally in society. Therefore, it
is structural and systemic, there is a
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racist and patriarchal ideological and
institutional structure that sustains
it. It is based on a hierarchical system
that is sustained with prejudices and
stereotypes on Roma women. These
practices, hatred and anti-Roma crime
are not the results of the precarious
living conditions and exclusion of
Roma women; on the contrary, this
situation is the result of antigypsyism,
as the latest FRA reports affirm.
There is an acceptance and normalization of antigypsyism and gender
antigypsyism, as shown by the surveys on the acceptance and inclusion

22

of the Roma population, where it is
openly stated by non-Roma citizens
that they would not like to Roma neighbours or that their children go to
school with Roma students (Spanish
Sociological Research Institute survey,
November 2005). Since the image of
the Roma woman is constructed as
“the other”, the thief, the perverse, the
evil one, etc., the collective imaginary
justifies discrimination against her:
“she deserves it”, “it’s normal that this
happens to her”. Antigypsyism is not
only committing the crime, but also
accepting it, or failing to denounce it
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and thus building a society in democracy and equality.
Gender antigypsyism is the critical
analysis of antigypsyism with a feminist and gender perspective.
In this news, we can see how a Roma
woman is beaten, humiliated and harassed by a bus driver when trying to
get on the bus. She calls the emergency services, but she is left unassisted
and receives more discrimination and
hate speech towards her person and
ethnicity.
https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/
rasismul-de-la-112-o-operatoare-stsinjura-o-femeie-roma-batuta-vorbiti-ca-ciorile-trazni-v-ar-du-te-dreacu-2736227

shopping malls
y Denial of access to entertainment
venues
y Denial of goods and services
y Exclusion of social groups
y Jokes and humour making fun of
Roma
y Harassment, bullying
y Denial of one’s own history
y Construction and reinforcement
of prejudices about the image of the
Roma woman
y Low institutional representation
y Low representation in spaces of
power
y Low representation in participatory
and decision-making spaces

4.5.1.1 Types of Gender
Antigypsyism

y Sexual slavery

y Attempted murder

y Persecution

y Humiliation

y Suspicion of theft

y Derogatory comments

y Lower life expectancy in Roma
women (15 -20 years)

y Rape and harassment

y Slavery

y Forced sterilization, sterilization
without consent or information,
sterilization proposal

y Higher infant mortality rate

y Coordinated hate attacks

y Harder sentences for the same crime

y Pogroms and burning of houses
y Expulsions
y Insults
y Being followed in stores and

y Obstetric violence
y Overrepresentation in prisons
y Digital divide
y Impoverishment
y Labour niches
y “Sticky floor” (no labour mobility or
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access to the labour market).
y Glass ceiling, also in relation to other
non-Roma women (more training,
experience, but less responsibility and
salary).
y Lack of trust, distrust
y Suspicion
y Unfounded allegations
y Fears, fear of their presence

4.6 European Legislation
4.6.1 Council Directive
2000/43/EC of 29 June 2000
implementing the principle
of equal treatment between
persons irrespective of racial or
ethnic origin
It establishes a framework for combating discrimination on the grounds of
racial or ethnic origin, with the aim of
implementing the principle of equal
treatment in the Member States, and
establishes the concept of discrimination.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ES/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32000L0043
4.6.2 Resolution
2005/2535(RSP) 2005 of
the European Parliament
which for the first time used the
term antigypsyism in an official
24

EU document. This resolution
recognizes that the failure to
combat racial discrimination and
xenophobia against Roma, especially
by public authorities, is a factor
that encourages the persistence of
problems in society.
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/
sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//
TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2005-0151+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
4.6.3 The OSCE, the European
Fundamental Rights Agency
(FRA) and the Council of Europe
(CE) have been pioneers in
exploring the implications of
antigypsyism and placing it on
the agendas of policy makers.
ECRI Recommendation n.13 of the
Council of Europe (2011), remains the
benchmark for addressing antigypsyism in all its dimensions.
https://www.coe.int/en/web/european-commission-against-racism-and-intolerance/recommendation-no.13
According to the FRA, European Fundamental Rights Agency, following
the results of the EU-MIDIS II survey,
conducted in 2016, the data indicate
that the most egregious forms of antigypsyism, hate crimes and harassment that continue to hinder Roma
inclusion are worrying. They show
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that, despite several years of inclusion
efforts, on average, one in three Roma
surveyed has experienced some form
of harassment, whether offensive or
threatening comments, being threatened with violence, offensive gestures
or inappropriate staring, receiving
offensive emails or text messages, and
finding offensive, personal comments
on the internet. Even more troubling,
four per cent experienced physical
violence motivated by antigypsyism,
and, of those, only one in three reported this to any organization, including
the police. This shows that not enough attention has been paid to manifestations of antigypsyism in the form
of anti-Roma hate crime. As expected,
this diminishes the trust of Roma in
their public institutions, in particular,
law enforcement and justice, seriously
undermining social inclusion efforts.
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/roma-inclusion/fra-opinions
4.6.4 The European
Commission against Racism
and Intolerance (ECRI), in
its Recommendation No. 13,
establishes the existence of a
specific form of racism against
Roma people: antigypsyism.
According to ECRI, this racism is recurrently displayed and is commonly
trivialized while acts of violence continue to grow and remain unpunished

on European territory.
Recommendation No. 13 ECRI
https://www.coe.int/en/web/european-commission-against-racism-and-intolerance/
4.6.5 European Parliament
Resolution2017/2038(INI)
of October 2017 to combat
antigypsyism proposes that
antigypsyism constitutes a
human rights violation and in
turn calls on the Member States
to adopt measures to prevent,
condemn and combat hate
speech.
This resolution recognizes the multiple and intersectional discrimination
faced by Roma women.
“40. Notes with concern that Roma women are exposed to multiple and intersectional discrimination for being women,
and for belonging to the Roma ethnic
minority group and thus find themselves
in a disadvantaged position when it
comes to participating in society at all
levels and to accessing basic services and
resources; highlights that discrimination
is even more acute for Roma women and
girls without identity papers; emphasises
that improving the situation of Roma
women and girls requires specific and targeted non-discriminatory policies which
enable equal access to employment and
education, including life-long learning,
and which ensure quality housing – a key
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to improving their living conditions and
combating poverty and exclusion”.

removal of children from their mothers and fathers.

It also echoes the situation of discrimination faced by Roma women in
Europe and calls on member states to
improve the situation.

“27. Is deeply alarmed by the phenomenon of unlawful removal of Roma children from their parents; calls on Member
States to investigate such cases without
delay, and take appropriate measures in
order to prevent them.”

“24. Is alarmed by the discrimination
against Roma women, who are often placed in segregated, sub-standard maternity wards, and face physical abuse, neglect,
under- and mistreatment by medical staff
when attempting to access sexual and
reproductive healthcare services, and who
often do not access mobile health screenings; urges the Member States to set up a
monitoring and corrective mechanism to
this end immediately, and to ensure that
medical personnel who violate ethics are
held accountable; calls on the Commission and the Member States to enhance
efforts to foster sustainable and comprehensive capacity-building for Roma
women, to create specialised structures
such as clearing points in order to provide
tailored health information material,
and to provide the necessary support for
community-health initiatives”
Mentions the atrocity of forced sterilization, the need for reparations and
recognition for victims.
“26. Urges Member States to condemn
forced sterilization, to provide compensation to Roma women subjected to state-supported systemic sterilizations, and
to publicly apologize to the victims of this
crime against humanity.”
While expressing concern over the
26

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-8-2017-0294_ES.html?redirect#title2
4.6.6. EU Strategic Framework
for Roma Equality, Inclusion
and Participation (7 October
2020)
This strengthened and reformed EU
strategic framework in favour of the
Roma population, which establishes
a comprehensive approach based on
three pillars. This approach completes
the socio-economic inclusion of marginalized Roma by promoting equality
and participation. All Roma should
have the opportunity to realize their
full potential and to participate in
political, social, economic and cultural
life.
It contains guidelines for the planning and implementation of national
strategic frameworks for the inclusion
of the Roma, the fight against antigypsyism, the fight against multigenerational poverty, the promotion of
the participation of the Roma, and
the reflection of diversity. In addition
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to the points that the national strategic frameworks for Roma inclusion
should contain.
It also mentions, after the pandemic,
the reinforcement of measures to
prevent/mitigate the disproportionate
impact of the crisis on the Roma population, as well as the promotion and
dissemination of Roma art, history
and culture.
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/
document/ST-11605-2020-ADD-1/en/
pdf

5. ACTIVITIES
5.1 Activity 1. What Does the
Media Say? Critical Analisis
of Media
Esta actividad permitirá a la alumna
reconocer cómo los medios de comunicación difunden una determinada imagen de las mujeres gitanas,
creando y fomentando el estereotipo.

In the media, ethnicity is always mentioned in stories or news that damage
the image of Roma women, thus evidencing bad journalistic practices and
how it can incite hate speech.
Let’s analyse some of that news or
comments on social media.
If we have an internet connection and
computers or mobile devices we can
search for news in pairs, individually

or projecting them on the board with
the help of the facilitator/teacher. We
will search for news that mention
ethnicity related to crime or stereotype. Once we have found a piece, we
can discuss in the large group what
we think about it: Is it necessary or
relevant to mention ethnicity? Is it
mentioned in the same type of news
in which the perpetrators are gadje?
How did you feel?
An example:
https://www.elespanol.com/reportajes/20180325/caballo-manos-clanes-gitanos-gordos-casiano-heroina/294470859_0.html
Materials: Conexión a internet,

dispositivos móviles, ordenadores… o prensa escrita.
Duration: Esta actividad puede
tener una duración aproximada
de 2 horas. La primera media hora
para encontrar y leer la noticia, la
siguiente hora y media para poner
en común y debatir.

5.2 Activity 2. Telling our
Life Story
A través de esta actividad las alumnas podrán elaborar el relato de su
propia vida, siendo conscientes de
sí mismas como sujetos. Dar valor
e importancia a su propia vida
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As we have seen during the unit, the
image that is projected of Roma women is negative, so we shall write our
own positive story. Who we are and
what we do. Our “documentary”, our
“series” from our perspective. Brief life
story.
We all have a unique life and are capable of narrating and telling stories.
How do we tell ours?
The writing of the life story is done
through individual reflection, for this,
we can propose a series of questions to
start the beginning of the story. If possible, they can document their own
story with photographs, videos, audio.
Where were you born? Who were your
parents? What was your childhood
like? Family, parents, friends...
Materials: Writing materials
Duration: The duration of the

activity can be divided into two
2-hour sessions until the life story
can be told and another session
where they tell their story to the
group

5.3 Activity 3. We Meet
Other Roma Women Who
Break Stereotypes
Through this activity, students
will learn about and make visible
the stories of other Roma women
who break stereotypes and the
“prophecy” to which a Roma woman is condemned. They will reflect on the image of Roma women
in the media and their knowledge
of their own history.
We research Roma women. On www.
skolaromani.com you can find women who are the counterexample of
the negative mainstream news and
documentaries, those who are never
shown.
In pairs, individually or projected on
the big screen for the whole group,
we shall consult the web page where
Roma women appear different to the
images in the media and the collective imaginary. Once the web page
has been consulted, we shall discuss
in groups the women they have met,
about the referents close to them and
about how the media show Roma women.
Materials: Internet connection
Duration: 2 hours

28
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5.4 Activity 4. We Point
Out Our Experience of
Antigypsyism
Through this activity the students
will narrate, in oral or written format (whichever they prefer) their
experience of antigypsyism. Each
one of them has probably experienced anti-Roma discrimination
in some way, if not directly, through a close relative or friend.
Define in your own words your experience of antigypsyism.
Define in your own words antigypsyism.
Materials: Writing materials
Duration: 2 hours

6. FOR GROUP
DISCUSSIONS AND
REFLECTIONS
6.1 Group Discussions
At the end of each session we present
to the group what we have learned,
and, once we finish the activities, we
shall also discuss the experiences and
what we have learned, as well as what
we have been able to do during the

time of the training in relation to the
proposed theme, stereotype, prejudice, antigypsyism, discovery of life stories or Roma lives different from those
shown in the media, etc.
During the sessions, what do you
think you have learned? Have your expectations about the topic been met?
How do you evaluate this unit?
How has your perception of racism
and antigypsyism changed and in
what ways has it made your life easier
or better?
What do you think is the collective
imaginary, stereotypes and prejudices
about the Roma population?
How do you think society perceives the
Roma population as a whole? Are there differences between the perception
of a Roma man and a Roma woman?
What ideas and stereotypes appear
when the word Roma is mentioned?
And you, what do you think?
Have you seen how you are able to
learn, observe and analyze and develop critical awareness and capacity?
As a proposal, we can play this video
to encourage students to participate
and give their opinion.
Learn from Georgiana Aldessa of
E-Romnja, what you can do to help
change the mentalities and prejudices
of our society in Roma communities.
https://youtu.be/OKdueBkRbl4
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7. EVALUATION
CRITERIA
y Identifies antigypsyism in the media
(TV, press...)
y Constructs alternative stories of
Roma lives
y Shows interest in the subject matter
and contributes with her knowledge
y Relates and identifies discriminatory
facts
As an evaluation task, they shall take
a picture of something in their daily
lives that reflects antigypsyism or gender antigypsyism in their immediate
environment, taking as an example
some of the denouncements, reports
and mobilizations that we have exposed during the unit. It can later be
uploaded to social media or shared for
social denunciation. The work can be
done in pairs, and if the students don’t
have access to a camera (mobile phone), we can facilitate in some way that
they can take a photo and capture the
image. Example on the right side.

Captura de Facebook E-Romnja. Donde fotografía el
estado de las calles de la comunidad de Mizil. Enero
2020

8. LEARNING
OUTCOMES
y The student has the ability to analyze
how Roma women are perceived in
the collective imagination.
y Is able to summarize and understand
how stereotyping, prejudice and
discrimination are constructed.
y Has the capacity and critical
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thinking on the subject

9. WEBGRAFÍA

y Able to detect antigypsyism

https://e-romnja.ro/

y Presents a positive attitude towards
the rescue of real Roma women’s
stories and elaborates her own
models.
y Recognizes the existence of another
reality about Roma women and how
this can help to break the stereotypes
and provide alternatives for other
Roma women.

https://amarerromentza.org/
https://www.lavoixdesrroms.com/
https://www.gitanasfeministas.org/
https://www.skolaromani.org
https://www.skolaromani.org/aula-de-jovenes/personalidades-feministas/
https://www.skolaromani.org/aula-de-jovenes/historia-de-las-gitanas/
https://www.plataformaong.org/
recursos/156/guia-de-recursos-contra-el-antigitanismo
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ES/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:C:2018:346:FULL&from=ES
http://www.recensamantromania.ro/
noutati/volumul-ii-populatia-stabila-rezidenta-structura-etnica-si-confesionala/
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2014/discrimination-against-and-living-conditions-roma-women-11-eu-member-states
http://educatolerancia.com/pdf/Material%20Didactico%208_En%20Defensa%20de%20las%20victimas.pdf
European Roma Information Office
(ERIO). www.erionet.org
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https://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2014/05/27/5384a03be2704eeb5d8b4575.html
https://www.pikaramagazine.
com/2014/10/las-gitanas-feministas-nos-estamos-organizando-para-dejar-de-ser-islas/
Archivos de Gipsy Queens

https://www.elplural.com/sociedad/
denuncian-que-mediaset-presente-la-cultura-gitana-como-una-carrera-por-la-ostentacion-sin-valores-eticos-ni-morales_78814102
https://www.elnortedecastilla.
es/gente-estilo/201603/29/gitanas-feministas-diversidad-prepara-20160329203811.html

https://www.cuatro.com/losgipsykings/gipsy-queens/32675/

https://www.20minutos.es/noticia/2289538/0/rae-no-suprimira/diccionario-acepcion-gitano/polemica/

Esterilización forzosa de mujeres romaníes

https://www.abc.es/internacional/20131017/abci-gitana-francia-201310171347.html

https://www.indret.
com/pdf/933.es.pdf
https://www.unitedexplanations.org/2012/10/12/gitanos-en-la-ue-el-equilibrio-imposible-entre-el-respeto-a-los-derechos-humanos-y-el-racismo-institucional/
https://ctxt.es/es/20200401/Politica/31931/Jose-A-Cano-Eslovaquia-coronavirus-gitanos-ejercito-racismo.
htm
Nos movilizamos
https://www.lavanguardia.com/
television/20160330/40748371248/
mediaset-polemica-gitano-discriminacion-los-gipsy-kings-protesta.html
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“Não Engolimos Sapos”
https://tvi24.iol.pt/dossier/ciganos-uma-longa-sina/5a6f1def0cf202387f94013c
https://www.publico.pt/2016/10/01/
sociedade/noticia/projeto-nao-engolimos-sapos-chega-a-lisboa-com-exposicao-1745815
MADRES ROMANÍS GANAN CASO DE
DISCRIMINACIÓN HOSPITALARIA EN
LA CORTE SUPREMA DE HUNGRÍA
http://www.errc.org/press-releases/romani-mothers-win-hospital-discrimination-case-in-hungarian-supreme-court
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ANEXO de la COMUNICACIÓN DE
LA COMISIÓN AL PARLAMENTO
EUROPEO Y AL CONSEJO Una Unión
de la Igualdad: Marco estratégico de
la UE para la igualdad, la inclusión y
la participación de los gitanos. 7 DE
OCTUBRE 2020
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/
document/ST-11605-2020-ADD-1/es/
pdf
Europe’s Roma: ‘Even dogs can’t live
like this’ under Covid
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/
world-europe-55928910
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